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In a word, should I transcribe our conversation, I
should but send new copies of old dispatches.

"Believe me," said he, "I may, in a certain
degree, serve you as a thermometer, for if I per-
ceive   there   are   no   hopes  of a firm   and   noble
regimen, and that therefore the day of the house
of Brandenburg is come, I shall not be the last
to sound a retreat.    I never received money from
the King of Prussia,  and  I  am  well determined
never to accept anything from him, though I mean
to remain in the service.     It has,  as   you  have
seen, been a dear service to me.    I am indepen-
dent,    I wish to pay a tribute of respect to the
memory of the great man who is no  more, and
am ready to shed my blood, if that might cement
his work;   but I will not, even by my presence,
become  the   accomplice   of  its   demolition.    Our
debts never exceed our abilities.     I shall provide
in the best manner in my power for my country
and my children;   these  I shall   leave   in   great
order.     I keep  up   iny family  connections.    We
perhaps shall be the last who will be smote by
the overthrow of the Germanic body, because of
the confraternity which unites us to the Electormore inauspiciously characteristic, &c., &c.
